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On the other hand, Lithuania again demanded that the Great
Allies should exercise their right to "fix the eastern frontiers
of Poland," and there was trouble with Czechoslovakia over
Jaworzyna.
GENERAL ELECTION,  1922
In an atmosphere of calm and peace the general election for the
Seym took place on November 5,1922, some Communist elements
alone proving refractory. The total number of those entitled to
vote was 13,109,793, and 8,760,195 went to the polls, or about
67 per cent. The Right, as a solid block, obtained 2,528,256 votes,
gained 22 seats, and had 163 seats in all, but not an absolute
majority. The Centre, as it had existed in the former Seym, was
practically blotted out, having only 6 seats. The Left had about
190 seats, of which the Witos Populists held 70, the Radical
Populists 49 and the Socialists 41. The most striking feature of
the result of the elections was the large number of seats occupied
by the National Minorities—upwards of 80; it was clear from the
first that they could, if they acted together, play a decisive part in
the new Seym, a fact which was deeply resented by the Right.
The general election for the Senate was held on November 12,
1922; the Right got 49 seats; the Centre none; and the Left 36,
while the National Minorities had 26. In the Senate, as in the
Seym, the National Minorities held the balance.
The majority of the deputies in the second Seym belonged to
the intelligentsia, whereas the majority in the first were peasants,
many of them rather illiterate, and destitute of political experi-
ence. Taking into account the extraordinarily difficult political
and economic situation of Poland during the first Seym's exist-
ence, it should be said that the Parliament did achieve a certain
amount of useful work, despite the constant strife of factions and
the consequent dilatoriness and fluctuations it exhibited. If Pil-
sudski's great experiment in founding it on the freest and most
democratic franchise did not turn out a wonderful success it could
not justly be charged with being an absolute failure. The bound
from political servitude to political liberty was too sudden, too
dazzling; restraint, discipline, obedience had to be acquired. The

